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that time the writer has spent many months tramping in Switzer-
land, though he pleads guilty to no mountain ascents; for he
followed Davis, and like him was content to be a "valley-climber"!
This grounding in glaciology led to his being chosen by Captain Scott
as Senior Geologist in his 1910-13 expedition to the Antarctic. As n
result he spent nearly two years studying an 'Ice Age in being"; and
has kept up his interest in polar affairs ever since.
During three years of post-graduate research at Cambridge the
writer was engaged primarily in an abstruse field on the borders of
biology. The problem was to find out whether certain Cambrian fossils
(Archeocyatlu'nae) from the deserts of South Australia were animal,
vegetable, or mineral. A large memoir was produced in which the
thesis was advanced that the fossils were the common ancestors of the
corals and sponges; but sad to state, though memoirs on these fossils
are still being produced, we are not yet certain as to their position.
While at Cambridge the author wrote the first modern school-book on
Australian geography, and this has run into four or five editions.
After returning from the Antarctic the author was attached to the
Commonwealth Weather Service, where he produced a dozen memoirs
and books on the climate, meteorology, and agricultural distributions of
that continent. This research led to his appointment as Professor of
Geography at the University of Sydney in 1920. After eight years he
migrated to Chicago, and later, in 1935, took up his present position
at the University of Toronto.
Some reference to field-work dealing with environmental control
may be pertinent. In 1907 he took part in one of the earliest expedi-
tions to study the coral reefs of the Great Barrier off the Queensland
coast. In connection with his research in Australia he made lengthy
surveys of the tropical areas in Queensland, Western Australia, and
Northern Territory in 1922-4; and of the southern borders of the
Australian Desert in 19J9.
During 1920 he had an opportunity to journey through Sumatra
and Java, and to see something of the bordering isles and Johorc. In
1926 he spent a month traversing Japan, followed by another month in
eastern China- In Africa he made a journey (in 1914) from Capetown
to Pretoria, and again in 1938 a detailed traverse of eastern Algeria and
the adjacent Sahara. On several journeys Egypt was visited, but no
detailed work was done there.
In Europe the writer has tramped through most of the countries